CHAPTER    X

Trimo TDe cR^vera and Morocco
THE MILITARY DICTATORSHIP HAD NOT YET COMPLETED ITS
first year. Primo de Rivera, Marquis of Estella, had
undertaken the great task of national reconstruction, after
removing from power and reducing to silence the cliques of
politicians that had scandalously divided the spoils of the
nation, condemned to passion and death. But the Marquis of
Estella soon began to feel the encumbrance that fettered his
steps, embarrassed his movements, distracted his attention,
and distorted his designs. This encumbrance was Morocco,
the North of Africa, that threw its sinister shadow on the des-
tinies of Spain. It was also an unwholesome and suffocating
wind, that parched the hopes of the renascent nation and
disturbed all Spaniards with uneasiness and fear.
The previous governments had thought that they could
hold the troops on a line marking the extreme limit of ad-
vance, and leave the manoeuvres of conquest to diplomacy,
excluding as far as possible the use of arms.
Primo de Rivera, too, had suffered the contagion of this
superstition. He presumed that a few skilful agents would
subdue Abd-el-Krim and the Raisuni, even converting them
into friends and allies of Spain, That was in keeping with a
firm conviction of the Marquis that anything which could
not be obtained in Morocco by persuasion, was useless, no
matter how costly, to try to obtain by force; and that aban-
donment was even preferable. He solemnly asked for this
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